
Education Support Professionals – Who we are!
Clerical services

Custodial and maintenance services
Food services

Health and student services
Paraeducators

Security services
Skilled trades

Technical services
Transportation services

Read more →

One Conference Oct. 1-2

If you haven't yet registered, please do so today!
Registration closes Sept. 28. Register now →

Conference Overview
Elective Descriptors
Elective Schedule

Two vacancies on the ESP Council

An election notice mailer went out to ESPs regarding these vacancies:

ESP Ethnic Minority member (Remainder of term to 2023)
 Eligibility: All IEA-NEA members who are employed as Educational

Support Professionals in a school district and/or combination of school
districts are eligible to participate in the election.

ESP Suburban Alternate/NEA RA successor delegate (Remainder of
term to 2023)

 Eligibility: All IEA-NEA members in Regions 26-36, 39, 41-43, 46, 50, 52,
55-59, 64 and 67 are eligible to participate in the election.

Nominations are due Oct. 13. The fall election nomination form is available
online at iea.org/about/elections.

2022 Education Support Professional of the Year

The IEA ESP of the Year award is meant to emphasize the contributions of
education support professionals to their schools, their association and their
communities. Deadline to submit nominations is Dec. 15. Only online
nomination forms will be accepted.

Congratulations to our newest ESP
STAR!

Elena Persinger
Assistant to the Director of Technology
Grayslake School District 127
Grayslake Education Association
IEA Region 38

Elena was the vice president of the GEA local when I arrived at Grayslake
North High School three years ago. She managed to institute remote ESP
meetings during the pandemic and continues to schedule ESP lunches, even
though she is no longer in a union leadership role. Despite the odds,
Elena managed to create community amongst the support staff, reaching out
to other solitary roles like mine to bring us into the fold. As a library assistant, I
am in the lowest category of support personnel so I really, really appreciate the
inclusiveness.

Elena had a big impact in creating a committee to recommend trainings and
better evaluations for support staff, which has been life changing. For example,
Institute Days, which traditionally are aimed at certified classroom teachers. It's
wonderful to now have more valuable trainings for non-certified staff. Kudos to
Elena for fostering these changes. Congratulations, Eleana, you are an ESP
STAR!

The ESP Council created the ESP STAR program to allow IEA local
leaders, IEA members and members of the board of directors to
recognize and publicize the good work of their ESP members from
across the state. Use the online nomination form to nominate one or
more special ESPs! Nominations can be submitted monthly.
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ESP members – Resources to stay
connected

IEA ESP Council website

Join the ESP Facebook Group

Follow @NEArESPect on Twitter

Get involved with the National Council for
Education Support Professionals (NCESP)

Grants and educator jackpot

The IEA Foundation recently awarded 19 SCORE grants
totaling $15,030 to IEA members. View a list of recently funded
projects. The next application deadline is Jan. 1. Learn more and
apply today →

California Casualty's $2,500 Educator Jackpot! There will be one
more drawing on Dec. 15. Entry deadline is Dec. 10. Learn
more and enter today →

California Casualty’s Thomas R. Brown Athletics Grant
program is back and will award $1,000 grants for school
athletics programs. Application deadline is Jan. 15. Learn more
and apply today →

News from NEA

SEL Resources: As we begin a new school year during an ongoing
crisis, we must continue to prioritize the mental health of everyone in our
school communities. That’s why NEA has developed social emotional
learning (SEL) resources and supports for teachers, education support
professionals and other educators to manage stress, practice self-care
and build SEL skills with their students. On the NEA website, you can
access a wide range of SEL-related content including webinars, trainings,
member stories and more. View these resources at www.nea.org/sel and
share them with your colleagues!

Center for Great Public Schools State and Local Project Grants:
NEA announces two CGPS grant programs. Visit the CGPS webpage for
state and local project grants to learn more about the grants and how to
apply.

Slicing and Dicing Better School Lunches: A conversation with author
Jennifer Gaddis. Sept. 23, 6 p.m. CT. Equity and Justice in schools
doesn't stop at classroom doors. Our cafeterias and the staff who support
them deserve fair and dignified treatment, too! Join us for a conversation
with Jennifer Gaddis, author of The Labor of Lunch: Why we need real
food and real jobs in American public schools, about the opportunity to
organize for real food and good paying, full-time union jobs for ESP food
service professionals.  Signing up for the event enters you for a chance
to win a free copy of The Labor of Lunch. Learn more →

National ESP Conference – Mar. 25-27

The 2022 ESP Conference, organized by the National Education Association,
will take place Mar. 25-27 in New Orleans. The conference is the premier
professional development opportunity for education support professionals
across the nation.

 Learn more →

Member benefits

Visit IEA's Member Center to learn more about the MANY benefits you are
entitled to as an IEA member.

If you have questions about your benefits or anything else IEA, contact our IEA
Connect call center at 844-IEA-1800, through “Chat With Us!” at ieanea.org or
by email at IEAConnect@ieanea.org , Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m.

We are here for you!
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https://click.email.nea.org/?qs=44d650fcfe1d133a9335512fe22aa7e72f950da28266d8913ec924a7eedba75f11751ab65b03da328e1c573a8be661f49d94b196501d200a
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